 The Roman’s in Britain

Teacher’s Notes



The information below is a brief history of the Romans in Britain

· Julius Caesar first visits Britain in 55-54BC.
· In AD43 the Roman soldiers landed at Richborough in Kent and fought their way (over 100 miles) to the British capital of Colchester or Camulodunum as the Britons called it.  
· At Colchester the soldiers were joined by their commander-in-chief, the Emperor Claudius, who supervised the capture of Colchester and received the surrender of much of Britain by several British kings.
· Approximately half of Britain became united, politically by the new Roman bureaucracy and physically by a superb system of new roads and inland waterways.  The routes of many of these roads are still used today.
· As part of their surrender some of the British kings/rulers such as Cogidubnus and Prasutagus were allowed to keep their kingdoms for the rest of their lifetime.  Cogidubnus was ruler of several tribes such as the Atrebates and Regni in Sussex and lived the villa at Fishbourne. Prasutagus (husband of Boudicca) was ruler of the Iceni in East Anglia and lived in a villa at Caistor.
· In AD60 or 61 the death of Prasutagus caused his now rejected queen, Boudicca, to rebel against the Romans.  Her rebels devastated Colchester, St Albans and London in a matter of weeks.  However this rebellion was quickly and ruthlessly crushed by the Roman army.
· Hadrian’s Wall was built between AD122 -128, it stretched 117 km across northern England from the river Tyne to the Solway Firth.
· At every ‘Roman mile’ (approx 1.5 km) along the wall a mile castle was built.  These were small forts for up to 50 men.  Between each of these were two turrets, plus there were at least 16 major forts such as Wallsend, Houseteads and Vindolanda on or near the wall.  Around 2,000 soldiers were needed to patrol the wall.
· The Antonine Wall was commissioned by Hadrian’s successor, Antoninus Pius, as a response to unrest in southern Scotland.  It was built between AD142 - 145 and ran 64 km from the river Forth to the river Clyde.  Unlike Hadrian’s Wall – which was stone in many places, the Antonine Wall was mostly made of turf banks and ditches.  It lasted until AD164, when the northern frontier was withdrawn back to Hadrian’s Wall.
· The 3rd century (200s) was a time of steady prosperity in Roman Britain, especially in the countryside as is seen archaeologically by the creation of many new mosaics
· In AD313 Constantine the Great made Christianity legal in Britain.
· Due to trouble back in Rome the Roman army was withdrawn from Britain in AD407 and by AD410 all direct political links between Britain and Rome had gone.

These notes relate to the ‘What can archaeological evidence tell us about life in Roman Britain?’ Teaching Activity
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