The Norman Invasion and the Feudal System


Teachers Notes 




· Edward the Confessor died on 5th January 1066, as he had no children this led to disputes as to who should succeed him as king of England.  There were 4 main contenders:
	Contender
	Reason to be king

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Harold Godwinson –Earl of Wessex
	Requested by Edward on his death bed

	Edgar Ethling
	Edward’s closest living relative - nephew

	William Duke of Normandy
	Edward had promised him the throne in 1051

	Harald Hardrada – King of Norway
	Proclaimed successor of an earlier king - Cnut



· Before the Battle of Hastings took place Harold’s army had just stopped another potential invasion.  Hardrada – King of Norway had invaded and Harold had defeated him at the Battle of Stamford Bridge, near York.  This meant Harold’s men had to march the 270 miles straight from one battle to the next.  Amazingly it took them just 10 days.

· The Battle of Hastings took place between King Harold of England and William Duke of Normandy of the14th of October 1066.  Despite a valiant effort Harold was defeated and the battle marks the last time that England was successfully invaded

· William was crowned King of England on 25th December 1066 at Westminster Abbey.  Norman rule lasted for nearly 100 years

· The Normans imposed several major changes on the Anglo-Saxon way of life.  The most notable were the introduction of the Feudal System, Castles and French as the official language at court

· After the Battle of Hastings William gained security in England by granting areas of land to trusted Norman nobles, who in return had to perform certain duties such as building and defending castles and providing knights for the king.  This was all part of the Feudal System (see below)

· In 1070 William founded Battle Abbey on the site of the Battle of Hastings.  He also introduced ‘tithes’, a tax whereby the population had to pay one-tenth (a tithe) of their annual increases in profit to the church

· In 1086 William commissioned the Domesday Book




The Feudal System



The King owned all the land.  He granted land to:

[image: ]
Tenants-in-chief (Barons and Bishops), who in return swore an oath of loyalty to the king. They agreed to build castles and provide knights for his army.  The tenants-in-chief in turn granted land to:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][image: ]
Knights, who in return swore an oath of loyalty to them and promised to fight for the king’s army for 40 days a year.  The knights in turn granted land to:

[image: ]
Peasants, who in return swore an oath of loyalty to them and had to provide free labour, food and services for the knight.
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