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Background to this resource
In 2020, as part of Historic England’s Heritage Schools programme, History subject leads from secondary schools in Manchester partnered with PhD students from the University of Manchester, whose area of study was Black British History.  The desired outcome for the project was to produce a set of learning resources focusing on different aspects Black British history in Manchester; those that are less often studied in the Secondary History Classroom.  The following scheme of work was produced by Michelle O’Neill, Head of History at Wellacre Academy in Trafford and Jessica White who, at the time of writing, was a PhD student at Manchester University and is now Lecturer in Black British History at the University of Liverpool.  It focuses on the use of primary evidence to explore the significance of carnival to the Manchester community in the 1970s.

Purpose of the project
· To enhance existing teaching about Black British history by:

· Combining the knowledge and research of PhD students with the expertise of history teachers, to ensure information was accessible to young people in the classroom.
· Utilising local history to make stories of the past more relevant, real, accessible and interesting for students in the classroom.
· To explore hidden histories – those stories and topics that are less often studied in the history classroom in schools.

· To allow students to engage with a range of primary sources, not previously accessed by secondary schools.  

  
About the resources 
These resources are designed for use in the Key Stage 3 classroom.  We suggest that the project be carried out over three lessons.  To enhance understanding, and to provide relevant context, we also recommend previous learning about the experiences of the Windrush generation and first-generation Caribbean immigrants to the UK.   As well as the scheme of work below, there is an accompanying PPT for each lesson.  
Background reading
Teachers may wish to make use of the following reading list to enhance knowledge and understanding of the topics raised:

· https://uomhistory.com/2020/10/05/the-beginnings-of-manchesters-caribbean-carnival/
· https://aiucentre.wordpress.com/2016/01/14/carnival/
· https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1Pp2iKLb7iPjFq8RswrsdHvAkxm6PCX/view?usp=sharing
· https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/notting-hill-carnival-disturbances/
Learning Aims and Outcomes

· To develop historical enquiry skills by using historical evidence to find out about a topic in the past.
· To explore diverse and inclusive histories that students will be less familiar with / less often studied in the classroom.
· To explore and analyse local source material, including newspapers, other written sources and photographs for example.
Scheme of Work

	Enquiry: What can primary evidence tell us about the significance of carnival in Manchester in the 1970s? 
Three lesson enquiry.

	Prior knowledge (advised): What is meant by the ‘Windrush’ generation? What were the experiences of the first generation of Caribbean immigrants to the UK?

	
	Lesson focus
	Overview Knowledge
	Sources (for use in lessons)
	Teaching activities/questions/tasks for pupils:

	Lesson 1
	What can newspapers tell us about the significance of Carnival in Manchester in the 1970’s? 
	· The Manchester Caribbean Carnival has been held annually in Alexandra Park, Manchester since 1971. 

· The area of Moss Side was at that time home to many recent immigrants from Caribbean countries.

· Claudia Jones and Rhaune Laslett set up the first Caribbean festival (later carnival) in the UK. 
· The event was born from anti-racist sentiment and the desire to re-centre Caribbean heritage and tradition

· Locita Brandy established the first Manchester Caribbean Carnival (originally Alexandra Park Carnival).

· The event was a celebration of the ethnic diversity that constituted the area’s identity.
	Example articles can be found in accompanying PPT.  

Background info at
· https://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/notting-hill-carnival-disturbances/  
· https://aiucentre.wordpress.com/2016/01/14/carnival/ 

	See accompanying PPT for more information.

· Carnival image/video stimulus to prompt discussion.

· Why do you think a celebratory carnival takes place in Notting Hill? The earliest carnival there began in 1959.

· Share histories of carnival (general) and Manchester carnival. 

· Source analysis (T.L. Raynor reflections, newspaper articles and/or photographs). 

· Reflect - What does Carnival reveal about Manchester’s community in the 1970s?



	Lesson 2
	What can photographs tell us about the significance of Carnival to Manchester in the 1970’s?
	· Viewed simply, the Caribbean carnival includes dressing in masquerade, music, drums, dancing with costumes (e.g. masks, feathers, headdresses).

· Photographs of carnival may also reveal other information (other traditions, race relations, attitudes towards women, links to history etc.). 
	Photographs can be found in accompanying PPT.  For further examples see:
· https://aiucentre.wordpress.com/2016/01/14/carnival/ 


	See accompanying PPT for more information

· Re-cap carnival learning from last lesson

· Look at images of the Manchester Carnival (1970s and 80s focus) - analyse what each tells us from what we see, and what we can infer.
· Explore ‘purpose’ - What is the purpose of keeping photos? Why did Mrs Brandy donate her collection to public archive?

· Consider - What do photographs reveal about carnival?

	Lesson 3
	How can music add to our understanding of the significance of Carnival to the Manchester Community in the 1970’s?
	· Like the Carnival itself, steel pan playing is native to Trinidad

· During the Second World War – Carnival was banned in Trindad, but the Trinidadian carnival goers began using anything they could find – rubbish bin lids, scrap metal, etc – to form drums

· Steel pan replaced traditional drumming in the Trinidadian Carnival

· Windrush migrants brought the steel pan tradition with them to Britain

· At British Caribbean carnivals, Steel pan players would play ‘mas’ see: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b1Pp2iKLb7iPjFq8RswrsdHvAkxm6PCX/view?usp=sharing
· In the early years of the Notting Hill Carnival (then named the Notting Hill Festival) it had a steel band march

· The steel band players, through moving through the streets and extending the march, turned the Festival into a Carnival

· 1975 - Carnival Development Committee made a change - Jamaican DJs were asked to play music at Notting Hill (it is important to remember that the biggest single group of Caribbean immigrants to Britain were

from Jamaica, which didn’t not share Trinidad Carnival traditions)

· Over the decades, the Caribbean heritage of the Carnival has taken centre stage. This was most obviously demonstrated in the outfits worn by the women who took part, as well as the music played

· Over time, as second generation African Caribbean teenagers grew up in Britain, the music came to reflect more contemporary tastes. Reggae and Dub were soon introduced, alongside Calypso and Soca

· Reggae music replaced steel bands as the main source of music at the event. Recorded music replaced performed music

· A lot of the reggae was ‘resistant’ – spoke of violence and police oppression


	Music and songs can be found in the accompanying PPT. 


	· Re-call previous knowledge about carnival by considering utility of articles and photos from previous lesson
· Share information about the history of carnival music

· Watch a video clip via YouTube - Manchester students preparing to take part in the Leeds Carnival - write down five new learned facts from the clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYqAX9vCUrk 
· Listen to examples of popular reggae music from the 1970s/early 80s - can we recognise any sounds that may have inspired today’s popular music?

· Read the lyrics to ‘Police and Thieves’. What do these lyrics reveal to us about some of the issues in the late 1970s/1980s?

· Consider the extent to which music adds to our understanding of the significance of carnival

· Summary: What has primary evidence revealed to us about the significance of Carnival to the Manchester community in the 1970
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